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Canada initiated formal 30-day public consultation process on the extension of Administrative 

Monetary Penalties to the Meat Inspection Act and the Meat Inspection Regulations, 1990. Stakeholders 

have until March 22, 2014 to submit their comments to the Canadian Food Inspection Agency. 
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With a recent announcement, the Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) seeks comments from 

industry on a proposed amendment to the Agriculture and Agri-Food Administrative Monetary Penalties 

Regulations (AMPs Regulations) to expand Administrative Monetary Penalties (AMPs) to the Meat 

Inspection Act and the Meat Inspection Regulations, 1990. . 

  

This proposed regulatory change follows another recent announcement informing about federal 

government plans to strengthen the Canadian food safety enforcement in the meat sector. These 

initiatives fall under the government’s Healthy and Safe Food for Canadians Framework, which outlines 

how federal authorities are working to prevent food safety risks and protect consumers when unsafe 

products enter the marketplace. 

  

The proposed amendments to the AMPs Regulations were published in Canada Gazette, Part 1 on 

February 22, 2014. Interested stakeholders have until March 22, 2014 to get involved and send their 

comments to the CFIA: 

  

Dr. Parthiban Muthukumarasamy 

Acting Director, Meat Programs Division 

Canadian Food Inspection Agency 

1400 Merivale Road, Tower 1, 4th Floor, Room 228, 

Ottawa, Ontario, K1A 0Y9 

Telephone: 613-773-6162, Fax: 613-773-6281 

Email: Parthiban.Muthukumarasamy@inspection.gc.ca 

Mr. Doug Milne 

Director, Enforcement and Investigation 

Services, Canadian Food Inspection Agency 

1431 Merivale Road, 3rd Floor, Room 118 

Ottawa, Ontario, K1A 0Y9 

Telephone: 613-773-8170 

Fax: 613-773-8528 

Email: Doug.Milne@inspection.gc.ca 

  

AMPs are one of the options available to CFIA to respond to non-compliance, in addition to education, 

written warnings, seizure and detention of product, or prosecution when non-compliance is found. 

These various options are used depending on the nature of the contravention and the compliance history 

of the contravener. 

  

To date, since the AMPs Act was passed in 1995, the AMPs Regulations have been implemented to 

respond to violations of the Health of Animals Act and Regulations, the Plant Protection Act and 

Regulations, and the Pest Control Products Act and Regulations. The current regulatory proposal will 

add provisions of the Meat Inspection Act and Meat Inspection Regulations, 1990 to Schedule 1 to the 

AMPs Regulations, thereby enabling the issuance of administrative monetary penalties for violation of 

these provisions. 

  

According to the CFIA, the ability to use AMPs allows the Agency to be more strategic and proactive in 

its enforcement approach. Currently, when faced with non-compliance in the meat hygiene sector, the 

CFIA can either suspend or cancel a license or registration (which prohibits the regulated party from 

operating) or recommend prosecution. The Public Prosecution Service of Canada decides whether to 

pursue the case in the courts. With AMPs, the CFIA has full authority to decide when to issue a 

monetary penalty. CFIA officials can now work in conjunction with industry associations to act on 

specific non-compliance issues. The experience of other agencies administering similar schemes shows 

that this approach is very effective in increasing compliance.  

http://www.inspection.gc.ca/about-the-cfia/accountability/compliance-and-enforcement/amps/2014-02-25/eng/1393242643580/1393243191671
http://www.inspection.gc.ca/about-the-cfia/newsroom/news-releases/2013-11-21/eng/1385045699661/1385045712928
http://www.inspection.gc.ca/food/action-plan/framework/eng/1385063041685/1385063100087
http://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2014/2014-02-22/html/reg1-eng.body.html
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